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Roberta Jones now is workmg at CSH after gettmg help from PEACH program

Breaking the cycle

Program aims to move people off

welfare and into working world

By Loretta Crosby
Staff writer

Roberta Jones always wanted to be a nurse. But-af-
ter getting pregnant in her early teens and leaving
home, she took a job at a local pizza parlor to help sup-
port herself and child.

Even with the job, Jones still qualified for and re-
ceived public assistance from the Department of Fam-
ily and Children Services.

But her $100-a-week paycheck and a551stance pay-
ments were not enough.

“Every week I was paying bills, and sometimes I
was lucky to have $2 left,” the 21-year-old Baldwin
County resident said.

Jones soon decided she did not want to continue liv-
ing like that. Eventually, a talk with guidance counsel-
or led her to a federal grant to pay for her nursing edu-
cation at Macon Tech. Then other things started to
happen for Jones.

At first the Job Training and Partnership Act pro-
gram offered assistance in helping with expenses while
she got an education to get into the job market. Then
came the letter from the Positive Employment And
Community Help program.

PEACH has one major goal: to help motivated cli-
ents break the cycle of long-term dependency on wel-
fare assistance.

The federally funded, state-supported program, op-
erated by the county Department of Family and Chil-
dren Services, targets certain clients who receive wel-
fare assistance payments and Medicaid.

Without duplicating the efforts of the JTPA pro-
gram, it attempts to overcome barriers to employment
and self-sufficiency by offering child care, transporta-
tion and voecational, educational and employment as-
sistance to program participants. Also offered are
classes on the importance of timeliness, punctuality,
dressing and conducting a job interview.

1t also gets participants enrolled in GED classes or
helps them complete application forms for financial

aid to attend college.

“Mainly we are involved with vocational training
through Macon Tech,” with participants training in
practical nursing, clerical skills and office procedures,
said Eva Stevenson, the local PEACH supervisor.
About five participants attend Georgia College or
Georgia Military College, she said.

SINCE THE PROGRAM began in 20 Georgia coun-
ties in 1986, almost 15,000 adults receiving welfare as-
sistance have enrolled in college or technical schools,
and 10,599 have found permanent jobs, state officials

- report.

As of Oct. 1, 128 counties were participating in the
program, which came to Baldwin County in April 1991.

Among the expenses Jones said PEACH covered
were $10 a day for school-related expenses, such as
transportation, and $3 for meals. It also paid for her
nursing pin and nursing review and offered to pay for
her state board exam. When her 6-year-old was out of
school this summer, the $60 a week for his day care
was covered.

Jones also receive emotional support from Mary
Lundy, her DFCS caseworker, when she worried about
some of her classes at Macon Tech.

“She’s not trying to tell you what to do,” Jones
said. “She’ll listen and give you encouragement. She’d
say, ‘You're going to makeit.” ”’

" And if the goal of the program is to move people off
welfare and into the working world, it has worked for
Jones, who graduated from Macon Tech in September
and now is working full time as a graduate practical
nurse at Central State Hospital. She plans to return to
school in January to work on her RN degree and wants
to volunteer to help with the PEACH program.

Jones admits it took courage to take the first step in
deciding she wanted a better life for herself and son.
She encourages others to follow her example.

“The decision is not Family and Children Services’,

it’s yours,”” Jones said. “It’s up to you to decide this is

not enough.

“If ‘you go out there and find out about one thing,
the door to the others will be opened. It’s not going to
come to you.”
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INSURANCE HELP: An investiga-
or from the state insurance commis-
sioner’s office will be in the Baldwin
soufity probate judge’s office from 9
.m. to 4 p.m. to offer free assistance
vith insurance problems.

POLITICAL DEBATE: An open ,de-
Jate on the presidential candidates is
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 126 of Maxwell
Student Union at Georgia College.
Moderated by debate coach. David
Muschell, the session focuses on how
candidates stand on the issues and
how they address them.

CHAMBER MUSIC: A free program
of chamber music by performers of
‘he Southeastern Music Festival be-
gins at 8 p.m. at Max Noah Recital
Hall in Porter Fine Arts Building on
‘he Georgia College campus.

Tuesday

B8LOOD DRIVE: The American Red
“kess bloodmobile will be at the audi-
orium at Central State Hospital from
2am. to 5:30 p.m.

GARDEN CLUB: The Carrington
Ngods Garden Club meets at 10 a.m.
at Mary Vinson' Memorial Library. Ear-

nest Yearwood speaks
and irises.

on day lilies

Military digest

_Pvt. Jessica M. Proctor has comr

- WOMAN_ =" ==l CONTEST
A womanless beauty contest siarts at
7 p.m. in Russeil Auditorium on the
campus of Georgia College, spon-
sored by the American Heart Associa-
tion. Admission is $3 at the door.

CITY COUNCIL: Milledgeville City
Council meets at 7:30 p.m. at City
Hall.

Wednesday

BHS BASKETBALL BOOSTERS:
The Baldwin Basketball Boosters
meet at 6 p.m. in the Baldwin High
School library.

DANCE: The Milledgeville Georgia
Bulldog Club sponsors a dance at 8
p.m. at Milledgeville Country Club.
Terry Lee and the GTs will play '50s
and '60s soul music. Tickets are $25
per couple. For information, call Jim
Cunningham at 453-8203.

“On the calendar” appears daily.
Send the information, along with your
name and telephone number, to The
Union-Recorder, P.O. Box 520, Mil-
ledgeville 31061. Items also may be de-
livered to our office on Garrett Way or
sent by fax by calling 452-9539. Deadline
is 5 p.m. two days before publication.

EVENING MEAL

1 Meat, 2 Vegetables & Corn Muffin

HOMESTYLE COOKING
Now:Open Evenings From 4:30-9 PM

MR. SIRLOIN

1681 N. Columbia St.
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Attentlon IRA Owners!

(Rollovers and current distributions)

el Do Bealrar’ P P P | | _J

pleted basic fraining at Fort Jackso
in Columbia, S.C. She is the daughte
of Mike Proctor of Sparta and th
granddaughter of Edith L. Blair of Ca
tersville.

Florida lottery

Here are the winning numbers se:
lected in the Florida lottery:
Cash 3
Wednesday — 0-3-4
Play 4
Wednesday — 7-1-8-9

Call Classifieds
It Works!
452-0568
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October 20
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